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“Find something you're passionate about and keep tremendously interested
init.” The Sycamore family has seemed to adopt Julia Child’s philosophy.
From ballet to fireworks, snakes to xyolophones, the Sycamores’ passions are a
bit eccentric, yet in their home, everyone is greeted when they arrive, every-
one is encouraged to follow their passions, and everyone is invited to stay for
dinner...or eight years, if you're Mr. DePinna. Ilove that. That’s the atmo-
sphere I want for Beijing National Day School ...just, don’t stay in high school
for eight years, okay?

You Can'’t Take It With You represents the passion, effort and sacrifice of so
many people at BNDS, collaborating to create what you're seeing tonight.
Special thanks to the graphic design, sewing, sculpture, drama, and—believe it
or not—biology classes that made this production come to life. To
vice-principal Betty Wu, thank you for bravely propelling the arts in China and
for taking a chance on me four years ago. To the unsung heroes at BNDS—
Vivian %k 2 , Wulaoshi 4f 3% 7#%, Chenlaoshi ¥z, Zhanglaoshi 7k % 4E,
Huanglaoshi % #2, and Vera #-# 7 —thank you for getting stuff DONE with
such patience and joy. To the teachers who demonstrated flexibility, traveled
to fabric markets, fought for fa piaos, taught students how to use a drill, stole
furniture from the garbage, lent me your hamsters, and came to school an
hour early to guard the set...] don’t deserve you, and BNDS is beyond lucky to
have you. To my army of student leaders, who made this show possible, thank
you for the hundreds of hours you spent, emails you sent, lines you corrected,
parts you understudied, documents you made, and packages you picked up
from the west gate. Your servant attitude and work ethic were



a blessing to me every day. To my smallest cast yet, 1 harped on diction and
pacing and projecting and “TOUCHING!” relentlessly, and somehow you still
showed up to rehearsal and made me laugh every day. Thank you for being
the best part of my job.

While this show is zany and ridiculous, a tragic event awoke me to its serious,
important message. On March 27th my friend Glenn Crossley, a member of
the Beijing theatre community, passed away suddenly at the age of thirty. Like
the Sycamore family, Glenn excelled at pursuing his passions and living life to
the fullest; he moved to China to teach theatre to young children, he traveled
two hours each week to improv practice, and in his last days, he went across
the city to watch Beauty and the Beast with the BNDS faculty, dressed up as
aplate. That’s living. Life is so short, so unexpected, and both Glenn and the
Sycamore family remind me to focus on what is important. As much as we
want that high SAT score, that perfect GPA, that dream school, that salary,
that promotion, that success story...you can't take it with you. Live life,
remember what’s important, love the people around you, find something
you're passionate about and keep tremendously interested in it.

All my love and gratitude,

Sy loss Ol

Stephanie Anderson
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CAST

In Order of Appearance
PenNY . oottt Katherine Wang
D N Grace Xue
Rheba . ... Chloe Lin
PaUl . o Ben Qin
MI. DEPINNA . oo Roland Jian
Ed Jrinky Li
Donald . ... Ryan Meng
Grandpa . .. ..ot Eric Zou
Alice . o Isabella Zhang
Henderson . .........oiiiiii Kelly Cheng
Tony Kirby . ..o Kyle Guo
Boris Kolenkhov . ...... ..o i Sam Chen
Gay Wellington . .. ...t Mary Hong
Mr Kirby . o Daryl Wang
Mrs. Kirby . ..o Tiffany Tian
INSPECLOT . . ettt e Andia Yu
s PPN Joe Zhang
MG . et Irene Chen
Olga, the Duchess . ........ooiiiii i Lucia Wang

SETTING

The home of Martin Vanderhof, New York, 1936

ACT 1, SCENE .. ..ottt A Wednesday Evening
ACTLSCENE 2.t e Later That Evening
ACT 2 A Week Later

ACT 3 o The Next Day



PRODUCTION TEAM

DIreCtOr .« ottt et Stephanie Anderson
Stage Manager . ... ..ottt Abby Wight
Assistant DIirector .. ... ..ot Kelly Gollihue
Assistant Stage Manager . ..........o i Kiara Ma
SetDesign.......cooovviiiiiiina... Stephanie Anderson and Deanna Engler
Set CONSLIUCHION. . . v\ v vttt Milan Durik
Props Master . .. ....ouutit i John Mendenhall
Costume Designer. ... Li Dan and Abby Wight
Hair and Makeup Designer...............cooiiiiiiiana... Kelly Gollihue
Head of Sound and Lighting .. .............. .. .. .. .. .. .. Steve Incze
Scenic Painting ... ......... ... ... Kirstin Collins and Deanna Engler
Chief Graphic Designer................cooiiiiii.... Margaret Carsello
Chinese Liasons . .......o.vuiiivi i Vivian Zhu and Vera Du
Snack Angel . ... .. Duong Mai
Music Consultant . ..........ouieiiii i Rob Wendt
House Managers ........................ Karyn McDaniel and Yolanda Liu
Translation BEditing .. ... Anny Li
Photographers. . ...........covviuiiauninann.. Juli Cooper, Sam Wong, 3%

STUDENT LEADERS

Student Stage Manager . ...........c.ovuiiiiiiiii i, Mona Yang
Student DIrector . . ..ot Sylvia Su
Student Producer . ..... ...t Kelly Cheng
Costume CrewHead ............ i Cindy Gao
Props Crew Head . ..........o i Laura Yang
PaintingCrew Head . ...... ... i Rina Zhu
Light CrewHead ... e Thera Fu
Sound Crew Head . ... Susan Hu
Tech Apprentice .. ... ...t Tom Zhao

Head of Marketing........... .o, Vincent Wang



CREWS

Scenic Painting
Alice Cai « Eric Geng « Stephanie Guo « Lance Jiang  Christina Shang
Amy Wang « Pansy Zhang « Natasha Zemtsova « Julie Zhu

Set Construction
Kyle Guo « Mary Hong  Roland Jian « Kraig Lundberg « John Mendenhall
Jack Su ¢ Daryl Wang « Tony Yang  Eric Zou » Lisa Zhu

Props
*Ellen Estes’ Sculpture Classes™
Kirsten Collins e Lily Diao  Jason Feng « Yvonne Guan e Stephanie Guo
Wendy Qiu « Annie Song e Josei Wen « Karen Wu « Laura Yang
Fransois Zhang e Lisa Zhu

Marketing
Bill Bao « Michelle Blackstone o JulieAnne Bowen e Rita Xuehu « Alice Siyi o
Bruce Wang « William Wu ¢ Andy Xu « Mark Zhang  Ailee Zhao « Yuki Huang

Tech
Jason Feng « Yvonne Guan e Richard Min « Robert Sax « Karen Wu « Eva Yu »
Sophie Zhao

Costumes
*Li Dan’s Sewing Classes*
Jason Feng ¢ Stephanie Guo « Hannah Li « Lydia Lu « Rachel Peng
Anna Shao e Jessie Shi  Tiffany Tian ¢ Raisy Xu « Lisa Zhu

Hair and Makeup
Christy Lei  Christina Shang « Linda Sun « Sophie Sun
Lancy Zhang « Skye Zhang e Julie Zhu

Translation
Linda A Ze « Kelly Cheng « Amy Deng « Nancy Hou
Chloe Lin « Richard Min « Rachel Peng « Queenie Shang « Sophie Sun
Sylvia Su  James Tu « Daniel Xiong « Grace Xue « Eva Yu « Eric Zou



SPECIAL THANKS TO

Vice-Principal Betty Wu
and the rest of the administration for their support

&

Beijing Playhouse
for the use of their props and furniture
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